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the battlefield, the privatization of warfare 
and the impact of technology, for instance 
the increased importance of robots and 
how this fast development continuously 
extends human possibilities. Coker em-
phasizes that these developments do not 
limit our responsibility for the actions we 
are taking. On the contrary, in a networked 
world our actions seem to have greater 
consequences than ever. 

The necessity of high ethical standards 
when conducting military operations is 
emphasized and Coker uses the late Amer
ican philosopher Richard Rorty to explain 
these needs. Ethics in war has once again 
been highlighted as a result of the socalled 
“war on terror”. Particularly, the US way of 
handling prisoners at Guantanamo and Abu 
Ghraib has shown the importance of living 
up to defined standards and the consequen-
ces that may occur if this is not the case. 
It seems that the shortcomings shown in 
these two prisons have severely hampered 
the support of the US in the international 
community as well as served as an excel-

In this book, written by a Professor of 
International Relations at the London 

School of Economics, an eminent scholar 
and thinker, the reader becomes aware 
of the fact that we have rules of war not 
because humans are particularly nice but 
because we are sensible. These rules of 
war, and to be specific they are of western 
origin, are hard to apply to situations where 
the fight is against a nonstate actor using 
terrorism as the preferred tactical tool. 
However, failing to use these rules of war 
would most probably make wars even 
costlier and the explanations given by the 
author are convincing enough regarding 
why we should stick to traditional ethical 
rules and practices, also when fighting an 
opponent with a totally different mindset 
compared to our own. 

The chapters explore the ethical impli-
cations of war brilliantly. Coker begins 
with the war on terror, which is a central 
theme in our times and seems to remain so 
for many years to come. In addition, the 
author discusses the micromanagement of 
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lent argument for, especially young men, 
joining radical Muslim movements. 

The author manages to put ethics into a 
central factor when discussing the conduct 
of future warfare, which is one reason 
why this is a very practically orientated 
book, something that the author empha-
sizes. Ethics in our time is closely con-
nected with risk management, which is 
why Ethics and War in the 21st Century 
is recommend ed reading together with 
Mikkel Vedby Rasmussen’s excellent 
book The Risk Society at War, which was 
reviewed in the 2nd issue of Proceedings 
and Journal this year. A consequence of 
living in an environment characterized 
by risk is that it becomes obvious that we 
have to continuously think about the con-
sequences of our actions. Consequence
thinking/ analysis must guide every level 
in the military organ ization. We expect 
small tactical units to be wellfunctioning 
together with civilians, governmental as 

well as nongovernmental organizations, 
in an environment characterized by chaos, 
where the situation can rapidly change 
from humanitarian aid to fullscale battle 
to policing.

A solid ethical platform in line with self
restraint and loyalty is necessary for every 
man and woman wearing a uniform. From 
a representative of the ultimate repressive 
tool of the state nothing less can be tolera-
ted. This book is worth reading for servi-
cemen and servicewomen independent of 
rank and experience, as well as for other 
people serving in one or another sector of 
our society related to security. 

The rewiever is a Lieutenant Colonel ser-
ving at the National Defence University 
in Finland at the Department for Strategic 
and Defence Studies. He is a member of 
the Royal Swedish Academy of War Sci-
ences and is the Editor of its Proceedings 
and Journal.


