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it remains for you to forget what you 
have learned, and for me to do the oppo-
site of what I have taught you.1 This is a 
conclusion made by the future Marshal 
of France; General Ferdinand Foch, to his 
staff after realizing that the doctrine used 
in the Great War was exactly the wrong 
doctrine for the French Army to employ 
in 1914, which nearly resulted in the death 
of France. Foch also called for synergy be-
tween education and doctrine, in order to 
learn from what had already been taught, 
tested, applied and criticized.2

A military doctrine constitutes a nation’s 
official position and aims to clarify the in-
terpretations made for its armed forces. 
The precise definition and content of a doc-
trine therefore differ between nations. The 
overall aim is however to present the ba-
sic principles that guide the armed forces 
when pursuing an objective.3

By nature it is difficult to anticipate what 
our adversaries will do and even someti-
mes what our own politicians are likely 
to do, but a common doctrine makes it at 
least easier to guess what our own troops 
will do.4

The common ground for the today’s war-
fare is the irregular battlefield and stability 
operations conducted around the world. In 
order to fight the new challenges of these 

battles, nations as well as international or-
ganizations (NATO, EU, UN, OSCE etc.) 
have to work together and use the rich 
doctrine heritage and very worthy know-
hows of the expertise already existing. One 
should however avoid to transpose an idea-
lized past onto a burning present. Meaning, 
that a doctrine is a living document as well 
as its content; it’s however not laws and 
should be used with judgment.5

This article is a summary of my bachelor 
thesis written at École Militare Saint-Cyr 
Coëtquidan through the Tactical Officer’s 
programme at the Military Academy Karl
berg 2012. The background and pur-
pose for the essay regards the fact that 
the Swedish armed forces’ doctrinal doc-
uments are currently under review, where 
the Military strategic doctrine (MSD) was 
released last year and is still under develop-
ment. The Doctrine for Land Forces (Dok­
trin för Markperationer- DmarkO) will to-
gether with the doctrines for Navy and Air 
Force be reissued into one common opera-
tive doctrine, in order to present a relevant 
doctrine that interacts with the MSD.

The MSD mentions doctrines by NATO, 
Great Britain, USA, Russia and the UN. 
France is a member of NATO and also has 
a long history of colonization and decades 
of irregular warfare, where French mili-
tary strategists and their thoughts, lessons 
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learned and principles lie some of the foun-
dation to today´s international doctrines. 
Whereas, what fundamentally differenti-
ates stabilization from the pacification op-
erations of the past, is the end state where 
the local authorities and population retake 
the ownership of their country.6

The research question is: How can con­
temporary Swedish and French Doctrinal 
documents view on stabilization be charac­
terized by the means of traditional military 
theory aspects?

The result of the essay shows that the 
studied doctrines can be characterized in 
the overall level of a general consensus re-
garding the main principles of stabilization 
and stability operations: the initial control 
of environment, the support and assistance 
to the population and other actors, the re-
viving of the social and juridical structures, 
and the continuation towards peace where 
the forces can withdraw.

The French doctrines contain a signif-
icant higher level of details regarding the 
tactical methods and principles, such as the 
Oil spots, Quadrillage, Force and Influence 
ratio, and the measures for how the actu-
al re-construction and re-building should 
take place. This compared to the Swedish 
doctrinal document that mainly involves 
the initial stages of intervention and lay-
ing the foundations for further develop-
ment, where the gap between these phases 
and the desired end-state of peace is vague-
ly described.

French doctrines
The French Ministry of defense has presen-
ted a renewed tactical approach for actu-
al conflicts, defined in four documents (FT-
01 to FT-05) that represent the keystone of 
the French Army doctrine corpus. These 
four documents derive from the Forces 

Employment Doctrine Center (CDEF), and 
are army doctrines for the operative and 
tactical levels.7

 •	 Winning the battle, building peace (FT-
01) concerns the role of land forces in 
today’s warfare.8 

 •	 General tactics (FT-02) lays down the 
general framework for their use; it de-
scribes how to conduct operations and 
which tactics are to be used.9

 •	 The Fundaments of Combined Arms 
Operations (FT-04) describes the basic 
and operational means of the land for-
ces according to the different environ-
ments in today’s international opera-
tions.10

 •	 The Tactical Commander’s Guide to 
Command and Control in Operations 
(FT-05) intends to provide the founda-
tion for officers, particularly the young-
est of them, when exercising command 
and control in operations.11

The FT-04 and FT-05 intends to specify the 
French approach to operational command 
in the light of the field manuals and hand-
books that the French key allies have re-
cently published on the same topic.12

The FT-01 deals with the stabilization 
approach, whereas FT-02 deals with coun-
terinsurgency and the more tactical stabil-
ity methods. The two doctrinal documents 
correspond to the operative and tactical 
level for corps and brigade.13 

Swedish doctrines
The Swedish Armed Forces have one main 
doctrine, Militärstrategisk Doktrin, which 
consists of several parts that are aligned to 
tactical regulations. As mentioned befo-
re, there is a gap in the Swedish doctrinal 
system due to that the operative directions 
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are currently under review and will be de-
fined during 2013 in an operative doctrine. 
It is further stated in the Reglemente för 
Markoperationer that an additional chap-
ter regarding land force’s operations in sta-
bilization is under development.14 

The Swedish Armed Forces has chosen 
not to develop its own national doctrines 
in the areas of military interoperability, 
since they are stated in the MSD to already 
exist internationally, regarding; PKO, SO, 
CRO, PSO, COIN.15 

The Swedish Armed Forces does however 
need the knowledge and the ability to – 
together with other nations- fight irregu-
lar opponents and hybrid threats parallel 
with the ability to regular warfare.16

The Swedish doctrinal document Reglemen­
te för Markoperationer (RMO) describes 
the tactical foundations for the land forces 
at brigade and higher.17

Analysis
The theoretical framework for the essay is 
doctrines, where the empirics consisted of 
Swedish and French doctrinal documents. 
In order to understand what is stated in the 
empirics, the method of qualitative analy-
sis was used. Three aspects from traditio-
nal military theory were chosen in order to 
delimit and enable characterization of the 
descriptions in the doctrinal documents. 
The summary of each aspect from the em-
pirics, have been used in a comparing ana-
lysis. This comparing analysis has had the 
approach to characterize what is stated in 
the doctrinal documents according to the 
aspects. 

The Aspect Goals and aims

What do the doctrines express to be achie-
ved and why should this be achieved?

The overall political goal and the re-es-
tablishment of a safe and secure environ-
ment in order to let other actors work are 
similar. The FT-02 describes the final ac-
tions in stabilization, in the transition to-
wards normalization, to be aiming at reviv-
ing political, administrative and econom-
ic life. The RMO refers to this as a com-
prehensive approach where military units 
work together with civilian actors, initially 
supporting and there after monitoring.

The FT-01 and FT-02 emphasize the 
need of environmental control in an ear-
ly stage and throughout the stabilization. 
The aim is to intervene and thereafter se-
cure the own area in order to stay and dis-
turb the opponent. The control is dual, 
whereas it involves both the terrain, which 
should be dominated and where the force 
can stay untouched from the opponent, 
and the population, which should be influ-
enced and understood in order to detect so-
cial unbalances/variations. 

The focus on the population is similar, 
where in the RMO it is stated to be the 
main objective and not the battlefield. The 
document also describes the importance of 
operative control on the ground in an ear-
ly stage, and that the environment needs to 
be controlled in order to gain the support 
of the population.

This support from the population is fur-
ther stated to be vital in order to prevent 
the opponent’s activities in all documents. 
The FT-02 describes the initial aim in se-
curity actions to be the control of the envi-
ronment, where the purpose is to eliminate 
the opponent and thereby ensure the forc-
es security and freedom of movement. The 
FT-01 also describes that in order to stabi-
lize the environment the opponent needs to 
be defeated. The defeat of the opponent is 
also mentioned in the RMO, however not 
stated as a goal in stabilization. 
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The FT-01 describes that it is first af-
ter that the environment is controlled that 
there are actions to support the population 
and reconstruction. The re-establishment 
of basic services is mentioned to be a quite 
vital measure, since it will gain the legiti-
macy for the local authorities, the restora-
tion of Rule of Law and eventually delimit 
the opponent’s recruitment. The RMO al-
so describes that re-establishing measures 
are required in order to achieve peace and 
development. These achievements are a 
common factor in the documents, where-
as they all have clear statements that the 
overall aim is to achieve the political goal, 
where peace and development is described. 
The FT-02 does however state that the mil-
itary aim itself is not the development of 
a nation but the elimination of the oppo-
nent that tries to disturb it. When this is 
achieved, the local authorities and humani-
tarian assistance can work in safety, where-
as the forces can go home. 

The FT-01 also mentions that in order to 
reach stability and allow confidence build-
ing possible, the primary cause to the con-
flict and destabilization must be addressed. 
A similar statement could not be found in 
the RMO.

The Aspect of the Opponent

How do the doctrines characterize the opp-
onent and what is stated about the opp
onent’s ambitions?

All documents state that stabilization is 
most likely to take place in an asymmetri-
cal battlefield where the mission is of coun-
terinsurgency character against an irregu-
lar opponent with guerilla methods.

The FT-01 states that the opponent’s 
military and political goals often are un-
clear and affected by several outside actors, 
whereas the RMO states the similar. This is 

further mentioned in all documents as that 
the opponent has more flexibility than the 
international forces, since he works out-
side the Law of War and is therefore con-
sidered irrational. 

The FT-01 states that the opponent is 
likely to fight through media in order to 
exploit the land forces and spread propa-
ganda. The urban terrain is emphasized in 
this matter, where these areas contains the 
majority of the population, the opponent 
and therefore also the media. The RMO 
states the similar, but does not express the 
opponent’s use of propaganda. 

The FT-02 mentions subversion, religion, 
nationalism, narcotics and the rejection of 
western values as the opponent’s motiva-
tors. Narcotics, in the context of child-sol-
diers, are stated to have a high impact on 
the land forces warfare. Similarities can 
be found in the RMO, whereas narcotics 
and the rejection of western values are not 
clearly mentioned. This could however be 
interpreted as such in the content of na-
tionalistic and criminal networks.

The opponent’s use of technology at-
tempts to vary, is stated in the RMO. Here 
the FT-01 describes the battlefield to have 
become much more complex and various 
due to the fact that the opponent might use 
the same equipment and means as the forc-
es. In the context of a global war, where 
there are differences between the opponent 
that tries to affect the political will of the 
armed forces, and those that use pure vio-
lence, the documents are similar.

The RMO states that the opponent is 
likely to use complex terrain in order to es-
cape the full force of the land forces. In the 
FT-01, it is stated that the opponent will 
try to blend into the environment, refuse 
to hold ground and/or to act as an objec-
tive. This kind of guerilla tactics is similar-
ly mentioned in the documents. 
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The Aspect of Methods and 
measures

What methods and measures are principal-
ly described to be used in order to achieve 
identified goals and aims?

The RMO states that a comprehensive 
approach in stabilization is vital to achieve 
the overall goal, where military and civil-
ian operations are closely coordinated. The 
FT-02 states the similar, whereas the FT-
01 states that the military commitment is 
comprehensively described according to a 
continuum of operations: intervention, sta-
bilization and normalization.

In the context of the international thea-
tre of stabilization, all documents mention 
that measures for success are interoperabil-
ity in the multinational operations, and a 
mutual respect and understanding for oth-
er actor’s culture and capacity. Measures 
that involve a common ground for equip-
ment, technology, language skills and train-
ing are also mentioned in similar ways in 
all documents. 

The emphasis on an understanding of 
the Rules of Engagements during the sta-
bilization is a vital measure according to 
all documents, where the legitimacy is a re-
turning keyword.

The FT-01 mentions the French land 
force´s three-fold operational posture, 
which means that the land forces are able 
to simultaneously execute actions of force, 
security and assistance. The document fur-
ther states that the stabilization phase in-
volves three overall actions: Security ac-
tions, Actions to support the population, 
and Reviving actions. These are conduct-
ed with the support of four operational 
stages: Acting, Controlling, Adapting and 
Mentoring, which involves several condi-
tions for conduct. In the FT-02 the men-
tioned actions are describes as tactical 

methods of security and assistance oper-
ations, which are achieved by the generic 
courses of actions and different missions.

Stabilization includes six stabili-
ty methods in the RMO, which are de-
scribed as: Power projection, Support, 
Monitoring, Police enforcement, Training 
and Protection.

The RMO states that the operative con-
cept of stabilization includes measures 
of gaining the support of the population 
and controlling the environment, which is 
achieved by initially influencing the part 
of the population that is against the oppo-
nent, where thereafter the part of the pop-
ulation that remains hostile will be isolated 
and easier to oppose. These measures can 
be linked to the operative control on the 
ground. Similar measures are concretized 
as quadrillage and oils spots in the FT-02, 
where force ratio and influence ratio are 
two additional principles described. It is s 
further mentioned, in the FT-02, that dur-
ing security operations, the need to domi-
nate the environment requires a more con-
straining force ratio, whereas the influence 
ratio must be assessed in a comprehensive 
manner. Figures based on lessons learned 
from history and recent operations recom-
mend an influence ratio of 1 to 50 inhab-
itants, and against an armed insurgency a 
local force ratio of 3 to 1, where the in-
fluence ratio required to launch this type 
of action is 20 friendly troops to 1 insur-
gent. No similar statement could be found 
in the RMO.

In the operational stage of control, the 
FT-01 mentions that the development of 
crowd control techniques and of reduced 
lethality weapons and ammunitions are 
likely to reinforce the operational capabil-
ity of troops operating among civilian pop-
ulations. It is further stated in the FT-02 
that the evacuation of a threatened popu-
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Stabilization is a 
decisive phase 
to achieve 
the strategic 
objective. It 
entails various 
types of actions 
in keeping 
with the land 
force´s three-
fold operational 
posture.

Conducting  
operations 
(FT -01)

The  
conditions to 
enable the 
operations

FT-02 Tactical 
Methods

Generic 
courses of 
Action  
(Corps) and 
Missions 
(Brigade)

Tactical 
principles

Combined arms
Joint Framework
Multinationality

Managing the 
use of Force
Controlling 
Technology
Controlling 
Time
Controlling 
Violence

Setting 
conditions for 
peace
Facing 
asymmetry

Disarming the 
Combatants
Training Local 
Forces
Support 
Nation 
Building

QUADRILLAGE               
OIL SPOTS

Preparation/Gaining the advantage
Effort
Consolidation
Crowd control/Evacuation of  
threatened population

Support the nation’s 
reconstruction
Aid to the  
population
Humanitarian 
assistance	

INTERVENTION STABILIZATION NORMALIZATION

Security op:
Aim to control the 
environment

Reviving Actions:
Political, Admin, 
economic life

Support actions:
Support population, DDR, 
rebuilding

ACTING

CONTROLLING ADAPTING MENTORING

SECURITY OP ASSISTANCE OP

Offensive op Defensive op
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ASPECT QUESTION
ANSWER

FT-01 FT-02 RMO

Goals and 
aims

What do the 
doctrine ex-
press to be ac-
hieved and 
why should 
this be achie-
ved?

Re-establish a safe 
and secure environ-
ment, governmental 
services, infrastruc-
ture and humanitar-
ian relief in order to 
establish the condi-
tions for the achieve-
ments of the stra-
tegic objective and 
thereby a return to 
peace. 

Domination of the 
environment and the 
revival of the politi-
cal, administrative 
and economic life to 
enable the normali-
zation phase.

To let other actors 
operate in a stable 
environment, where 
the overall goal is to 
achieve the political 
end-state of peace 
and development.

The 
Opponent

How do the 
doctrine cha-
racterize the 
opponent and 
what is sta-
ted about the 
opponent’s 
ambitions?

Irregular, fights 
through media
with the ambitions 
to undermine the le-
gitimacy of the land 
force’s presence and 
Influence the exit 
strategy

Irregular, uses reli-
gion, nationalism, 
narcotics and the 
rejection of western 
values as his motiva-
tors in order to legit-
imize his cause and 
make the forces and/
or the government 
the common enemy.

The opponent is ir-
regular with ambi-
tions to affect the 
present social system 
with violence. 

Methods 
and 
Measures

What met-
hods and me-
asures are 
principally 
described to 
be used in or-
der to achieve 
identified go-
als and aims?

The stabilization 
phase involves 
three overall ac-
tions (Security ac-
tions, Actions to 
support the popu-
lation, and reviv-
ing actions) these 
are conducted with 
the support of four 
operational stages 
(Acting, Controlling, 
Adapting and 
Mentoring) which 
involves several con-
ditions for conduct.

The principles of 
quadrillage and oil 
spots are used in or-
der to control the 
environment, where 
the tactical methods 
of security and as-
sistance operations 
are achieved by the 
generic courses of 
actions and different 
missions.

The operative con-
trol of the ground 
enables the six sta-
bility methods 
(Power projection, 
Support, Monitoring, 
Police enforce-
ment, Training and 
Protection) to reach 
the operative con-
cept of stabilization.

Result
This part summarizes the analysis to an answer to the research question: How can con­
temporary Swedish and French Doctrinal documents’ view on stability operations be 
characterized by the means of traditional military theory aspects?
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lation or crowd control requires identical 
tactical action. The crowd control is men-
tioned similarly in the context of police en-
forcement in the RMO, but the evacuation 
of a threatened population or the examples 
of identification of the population could 
not be found.

The FT-01 states that the combination 
of intelligence, technology and systemic 
analysis are vital elements in all operations, 
where the land forces have to be aware of 
the opponent’s means and measures for 
propaganda, as well as being able to con-
duct offensive and defensive information 
operations themselves. The external infor-
mation is further mentioned in the FT-02 
to be a vital instrument when the military 
action is applied to the population. Similar 
measures as mentioned in the RMO as in-
formation operations. In this phase of the 
operation, the FT-02 mentioned that as-
sistance is a way to win over the neutrali-
ty of the assisted populations as well as the 
public opinion, and hopefully their coop-
eration. A similar statement could not be 
found in the RMO.

The turnaround of local warlords or 
armed gangs, are further mentioned in the 
FT-01 as a method aimed at cutting off the 
insurgents’ supplies and intelligence sourc-
es. A similar statement could not be found 
in the RMO.

To monitor the re-/construction of civil 
institutions, juridical systems and the po-
lice force, are stated in the RMO as meas-
ures to maintain and achieve stability. The 
FT-01 describes the similar measures in the 
mentoring stage, where the disarmament of 
the combatants, training of the local forces 
and the support of nation building are fur-
ther mentioned. The FT-02 describes these 
measures in the context of assistance oper-
ations. The support is partly described in 
the RMO as that the military units should 

not be considered the first hand choice re-
garding support operations, furthermore 
as an additional asset with the ability to 
force. The RMO also states that the train-
ing of the local security forces, can in some 
cases be complemented with support in the 
form of military equipment. In the context 
of training the local security forces the FT-
01 states that the training or refreshing of 
local defense and security forces is vital for 
the re-establishment of the rule-of-law in a 
country, since without them the forces can-
not be relived and expand/continue the sta-
bilization. 

Goals and Aims

The French doctrines’ descriptions of goals 
and aims in stability operations are charac-
terized by a high level of details and an of-
fensive approach towards the actors. The 
Swedish doctrinal document’s descriptions 
are characterized by a strong strategic-po-
litical end-state, where the detail level on 
the operative and tactical level is low, and 
a segregation of humanitarian and military 
actors can be noticed.

The opponent

The French doctrines’ descriptions of the 
opponent in stability operations are cha-
racterized by a high level of details whe-
re the effect of propaganda and the public 
opinion is emphasized. The Swedish doc-
trinal document’s description of the oppo-
nent is characterized by high level of de-
tails where the irrationality and flexibility 
of the opponent is emphasized.

Methods and Measures

The French doctrines’ descriptions of met-
hods and measures in stability operations 
are characterized by a high level of details 
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regarding the conduct of operation whe-
re different stages, methods and tactical 
principles are described, where the isola-
tion of the opponent is emphasized. The 
Swedish doctrinal document’s description 
of the methods and measures is characte-
rized by vaguely described stability met-
hods where the vitality of interoperability 
is emphasized.

Differences could be found in following 
matters; The French doctrine’s clearly stat-
ed transition of phases: intervention, sta-
bilization and normalization, the different 
tactical principles of environmental con-
trol: characterized as oil spots, quadrillage, 
influence and force ratio, the emphasize 
on the opponent’s propaganda: the vital 
need of offensive information operations 
and spreading of one’s own propaganda to 
maintain a stable public opinion, the more 
offensive approach towards the population 
and opponent; these are both seen as ac-
tors that need to be controlled and influ-
enced. And furthermost the content of the 
descriptions where stability operations are 
given a clearly larger space compared to 
the Swedish, whereas the FT-01 describes 
the stabilization phase and the FT-02 de-
scribes the stability methods in COIN. 

Answer to the research question:

The French and Swedish doctrines’ descrip-
tions of stability operations can be charac-
terized by a large degree of uniformity re-
garding articulations of goals in general.

Differences in descriptions can be char-
acterized with a French high level of tacti-
cal details and an offensive approach to-
wards the opponents, where the effect of 
propaganda is emphasized. Swedish doctri-
nal descriptions can however be character-
ized as vague descriptions of stability meth-
ods where segregation between humanitar-

ian and military actors can be noticed, and 
interoperability in a multinational context 
is emphasized.

Summary and discussion
The purpose with the essay has been a pos-
sible facilitation of the work with the new 
Swedish operative doctrine by analyzing 
another nation’s doctrinal descriptions and 
knowledge summarized in doctrines. A na-
tion situated in the same present internatio-
nal operations with more experience from 
earlier colonization and pacification.

The main empirics used in this re-
search are two French doctrines (FT-01, 
FT-02) and one Swedish doctrinal docu-
ment (RMO). The documents statements 
are based on the countries’ traditions and 
contemporary military thoughts according 
to its abilities and strategic relations. The 
framework and range of these doctrines 
may therefore be limited. The comparison 
and the result can be criticized to be un-
fair or irrelevant due to the delimitation 
of Swedish empirics used. A more relevant 
comparison might have been the Swedish 
operative doctrine, but since this does not 
exist yet, guidelines of the work in progress 
of it was given from the Swedish Military 
Headquarters (where Goals, Methods, 
Means were stated). A strict observation of 
the positions in a doctrine of a certain lev-
el must be linked to what might be said of 
some sister doctrine of higher or lower lev-
el. The extent of this research has delimit-
ed the use of empirics, however, it has not 
been written out but indirect understand-
ing of such higher sister doctrines has influ-
enced (The Swedish Militärstrategisk dok­
trin (MSD) as well as the French Le Livre, 
Blanche, JD-01 CDEAF(2011), JC(FR)-
3.4.9 STAB have been read)
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In order to reach a high level of valid-
ity and reliability of the essay, theoreti-
cal definition and operational indicators 
from traditional military theory were used. 
Furthermore, a thorough and approved 
systematization of the French doctrinal or-
ganization was made in order to exclude 
systematical errors. Contacts with Swedish 
and French officers working with the dif-
ferent doctrines have been made, in order 
to get an overall understanding and guide-
lines of how to interpret the doctrinal docu-
ments. The validity of the research is there-
fore assessed as satisfactory in its context.

The theory and operational indica-
tors, or aspects, are not specific for stabi-
lization, whereas the Goals and aims, The 
Opponent and Methods and Measures can 
be seen as basic concepts in the military 
context. The aspects were used to support 
and not delimit the analysis of the empir-
ics, where the theory of doctrines has been 
the essay’s framework. The issue has not 
been about validity in the form of measura-
ble truths, more about how well the results 
can be said to connect to the statements de-
scribed in stabilization. 

It is the opinion of the author that the 
French and Swedish forces would probably 
conduct stabilization similarly in an oper-
ation. The framework and foundations of 
the stabilization is highly corresponding: 
the comprehensive approach, the Rule of 
Law, ROE, legitimacy, control of the en-
vironment, supporting the population, as-
sisting and enabling other actors and hu-
manitarian relief. 

The two nations would probably al-
so reach a high level of cooperation and 
coherence in operations, due to the simi-
lar descriptions of an understanding for in-
teroperability, similar technology, training 
and competence. These aspect have how-
ever just been analyzed with the nation’s 

doctrinal documents, whereas the actual 
impact, implementation and the influence 
of different military culture has not been 
measured. 

The understanding itself can be said to 
contain several levels, whereas coherent 
descriptions in doctrinal documents are a 
progress towards interoperability. The ac-
tual understanding between different ac-
tors, in the conduct of the operation, can 
however be highly affected by the different 
military cultures. 

One example can be the fact that the 
RMO express that the opponent should be 
isolated and then opposed in the context 
of environmental control, where the FT-01 
and FT-02 states defeat. This can be inter-
preted as a more offensive approach from 
the French Armed Forces. 

The strategic and political goal is co-
herent within the international mission, as 
well the descriptions of the opponent and 
similar approaches regarding methods and 
measures for stability. The French doc-
trines clearly states different phases that 
depend on a continuous transition between 
them, where the first phase, initial inter­
vention on the crisis area of operations, 
the armed forces deploys and neutralizes 
the enemy forces. The second phase, sta­
bilization, aims to stabilize the area in or-
der to restore the social situation. The third 
phase, normalization, aims to restore the 
political balance. This could be related to 
the French experience of colonization and 
pacification from the past, where the suc-
cess of the mission depends on early inter-
vention where the forces to lie the founda-
tion for domination of the environment, 
and thereby allow further transition and 
development. 

The French doctrines clearly empha-
size the effect of the opponent’s propagan-
da, where the vital need of offensive infor-
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mation operations and spreading of one’s 
own propaganda to maintain a stable pub-
lic opinion is mentioned. This can be relat-
ed to the effect that the FLN had in Algeria 
on the French population. The Swedish 
Armed Forces does not have the same expe-
rience, whereas the lack of more emphasis 
on this matter in the doctrinal document 
could be explained.18

The major differences that can be said to 
characterize the doctrinal documents are 
partly the level of details and statements of 
historical examples and lessons learned in 
the French doctrines. The practical knowl-
edge can be noticed in the in the context of 
the different tactical principles of environ-
mental control characterized in the French 
doctrines: oil spots, quadrillage, influence- 
and force ratio. Whereas, they mention 
actual relationship on number of troops 
needed per inhabitant and insurgents in 
different operations, which clearly shows 
the result of pragmatism in the doctrines. 
These descriptions are based on historical 
experiences from Madagascar (Gallieni), 
Marocko (Lyautey), Algeria (General 
Raoul Salan), Indochina (Trinquier, mostly 
Algeria as well) e.g. 

These principles are partly described in 
the RMO, whereas the statements regard-
ing COIN and stabilization can be assumed 
to be partly based on knowledge from the 
previously mentioned French tactics. The 
two countries have completely different 
pragmatic knowledge from historical con-
flicts, they have however been operating in 
the same areas of conflict during the late 
20th and early 21th century (Kosovo, Congo, 
Tchad, Afghanistan e.g.). 

The differences described can be said 
to be depending on the two nations’ com-
pletely different extent of strategic, oper-
ative and tactical experiences of stabili-

ty operations and COIN, and furthermost 
means for operations. 

The examples mentioned could however 
be irrelevant to the Swedish Forces, since a 
doctrine is normative for the nation itself 
and its armed forces. However, it is stated 
that the Swedish Armed Forces does need 
the knowledge and the ability to, in coop-
eration with other nations, fight irregular 
opponents. If the variation of the descrip-
tions of tactics in stabilization is as vague 
as indicated in the essay, it can speak for 
the need for more hands-on Swedish ap-
proaches for effective staff-work, practice 
planning, joint production and above all 
effort. This argues in part against the po-
sition of the MSD that states that Sweden 
does not need to develop own national 
doctrines in the areas of military interop-
erability, since they already exist interna-
tionally. 

One should not either forget that the doc-
trines used are official documents, whereas 
one can question who they are really writ-
ten for. Can a guiding document for the 
armed forces really be used as a regulation 
when it has to be approved by as well the 
public opinion, the media and the politi-
cians? Even the opponent can read and un-
derstand how the forces will act and are 
regulated. At least, two conclusions can be 
made; a doctrine can be used as a deterring 
measure for the opponent, as well as, by 
the public theatre, as an approved docu-
ment that regulates the Armed Forces. 

Reflection
A doctrine makes it at easier to guess what 
our own troops will do, as stated in the in-
troduction. Whereas, since the French doc-
trines contains a higher level of details and 
show clear signs of pragmatism, it is likely 
that the French officers have a clearer view 
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of what they are supposed to do in stability 
operations. Vaguely described documents 
leave room for initiative and a decentrali-
zed commando, but also potential for con-
fusion and misunderstandings in the con-
duct of operations.

As mentioned throughout this essay, the 
French Armed Forces have a background 
of colonization and participation of sever-
al COIN missions from past and present 
conflicts. The Swedish Armed Forces have 
been non-aligned, with a background of 
Peace Supporting operations with little ex-
perience of COIN. The focus of this es-
say has not been the practical use of doc-
trines or how they are implemented in the 
armed forces. An interesting question/hy-
potheses would however be, Why there are 
such large differences in the doctrinal doc-
uments. The subject has been mentioned 
in the essay, the extent of the research has 
however delimited the focus/discussions on 
these matters. 

In order to understand doctrines one has 
to understand the context they are in. All 
Armed Forces have different ways of pre-
senting their doctrines, as well as means to 
develop them. It is therefore hard, not so 
say almost impossible, to make a straight 
comparison/implementation of them even 
in a completely theoretical approach. This 
does not however exclude the possibility 

to use others lessons learned and wisdoms 
in order to facilitate your own work and 
guiding regulations, whereas a doctrine 
can be as well a tool for education, change 
or command.

The authors lessons-learned from writ-
ing the essay can be as just stated; it is hard 
to understand doctrines due to their com-
plex relationship to its Armed Forces, it is 
further complex to understand them in the 
military culture they are in, since one have 
to understand their background as well as 
how they are “related” to its Armed Forces. 
A more practical research would have been 
interesting to conduct, since the question 

“Why” is constantly returning in this sort 
of strictly theoretical, military, research. 
However, it is first now after the research is 
finished that this question has become ob-
vious and its necessity is understood. 

It is further the author’s suggestion that 
the Swedish National Defense College 
(FHS) and the Swedish Armed Forces 
Headquarters (HKV), recommends areas 
of research that is of interest/would facil-
itate the work of their publications to the 
students/cadets at the different War science 
departments. 

The author is second lieutenant and serves 
at the Life Guard.
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